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A Guardian ad Litem is any person who is appointed by the court to represent the best interest of a child or 
incompetent adult in any proceeding where the court deems it is necessary to appoint such a person. 

LegislaƟ on
Statute: NH RSA 490-C
AdministraƟ ve Rule: Chapter Gal 100 - 500

CerƟ fi caƟ on Requirements
• Be at least 25 years of age

• Possess a current telephone number

• Have access to reliable transportaƟ on

• Hold either:

1. A Bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
college or university plus at least three 
years of experience in professional or 
volunteer acƟ viƟ es dealing with children or incapacitated adults, consisƟ ng of at least 200 hours of experience 
in each of the three years; 

2. An Associate’s degree from an accredited college or university plus at least fi ve years of experience in 
professional or volunteer acƟ viƟ es dealing with children or incapacitated adults, consisƟ ng of at least 200 hours 
of experience in each of the fi ve years; or

3. An advanced degree from an accredited college or university beyond the Bachelor’s degree, for which a 
Bachelor’s degree is a prerequisite, plus at least one year of experience in professional or volunteer acƟ viƟ es 
dealing with children or incapacitated adults, consisƟ ng of at least 200 hours of experience in that year

• Complete the following training:

1. Board-commissioned general overview Guardian Ad Litem training of at least 16 hours

2. At least one Board commissioned area-specifi c training

• Never have been convicted or pled guilty to any felony in any jurisdicƟ on which has not been reversed or 
overturned on appeal or annulled

• Not currently be an individual listed on the central registry of founded abuse and neglect reports

• Never have been suspended from any acƟ vity as a guardian ad litem in any jurisdicƟ on other than New Hampshire 
as the result of misconduct in the performance of his/her duƟ es as guardian ad litem, or as the result of a failure to 
be of good character, unless such suspension was reversed or overturned on appeal

• Never have had any cerƟ fi caƟ on, registraƟ on, approval, or appointment as a guardian ad litem revoked as the 
result of misconduct in the performance of his/her duƟ es as guardian ad litem, or as the result of a failure to be of 
good character, unless such suspension was reversed or overturned on appeal

• Never have been convicted of, or pled guilty to, any misdemeanor involving a child as a vicƟ m which has not 
been annulled; or any misdemeanor which has not been annulled related to false swearing, indecent exposure, 
forgery, or stalking; or the law of a jurisdicƟ on other than the State of New Hampshire, if the misdemeanor would 
consƟ tute any of the off enses listed

• If presently or formerly authorized to pracƟ ce as an aƩ orney in this or any other jurisdicƟ on, never have been 
disbarred

• Submit completed applicaƟ on

New Hampshire Guardian ad Litem Board
Offi  ce of Professional Licensure and CerƟ fi caƟ on
121 South Fruit Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

phone (603) 271-0607
fax (603) 271-7928
web <www.oplc.nh.gov/guardian-ad-litem/>
contact ChrisƟ ne Horne, Supervisor
e-mail chrisƟ ne.horne@oplc.nh.gov

Regulatory Agency

Guardian ad Litem
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ExaminaƟ on
Not required

ConƟ nuing EducaƟ on
Thirty conƟ nuing educaƟ on credits within 
the expiring period of cerƟ fi caƟ on giving 
rise to the request for renewal

Reciprocity
Not permiƩ ed

AcƟ ve Licenses
64

Related Training
Legal Support Services, Other

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 
for Children of New Hampshire
<www.casanh.org>

NaƟ onal CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 
for Children
<www.nationalcasa.org>

AddiƟ onal InformaƟ on Sources
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Fees

23-2099.00 Legal Support Workers, All Other23-2099.00 Legal Support Workers, All Other

O*Net Codes

Guardian ad Litem (conƟ nued)


