
Vital Signs: New Hampshire Economic and Social Indicators

 3. Labor Force and Unemployment
Labor Force and Unemployment

Civilian Labor Force (Residents) 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Civilian Labor Force (annual average) 736,300 741,030 741,940 740,610 741,190

Annual percent change -0.3% 0.6% 0.1% -0.2% 0.1%

Labor force participation rate 69.5% 69.5% 69.2% 68.6% 68.4%

United States rank 10 5 7 7

Male participation rate 74.4% 74.2% 74.3% 72.6%

United States rank 13 7 tie 7 14

Female participation rate 64.9% 64.7% 64.5% 64.5%

United States rank 8 tie 5 8 tie 6

Employment (Residents)

Employed (annual average) 696,530 700,290 704,200 708,900 715,730

Annual percent change 0.2% 0.5% 0.6% 0.7% 1.0%

Unemployment (Residents)

Unemployed (annual average) 39,770 40,740 37,740 31,710 25,470

Annual percent change -7.8% 2.4% -7.4% -16.0% -19.7%

Unemployment rate (annual average)

New Hampshire 5.4% 5.5% 5.1% 4.3% 3.4%

United States rank (1=lowest) 4 8 10 7 4

New England 7.8% 7.2% 6.9% 5.9% 5.0%

United States 8.9% 8.1% 7.4% 6.2% 5.3%

Men

New Hampshire 6.0% 6.2% 5.7% 4.4%

New England 8.4% 8.0% 7.6% 6.4%

United States 9.4% 8.2% 7.6% 6.3% 5.4%

Women

New Hampshire 4.8% 4.9% 4.8% 4.0%

New England 7.0% 6.5% 6.4% 5.3%

United States 8.5% 7.9% 7.1% 6.1% 5.2%

Teens (16-19)

New Hampshire 19.6% 17.1% 15.6% 13.3%

New England 19.4% 22.0% 20.9% 17.2%

United States 24.4% 24.0% 22.9% 19.6% 16.9%

Mass Layoff Statistics 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Total number of mass layoff events 47 44 28 37
Total number of initial claims from mass layoff events 5,488 5,423 4,825 6,586
Total number of extended mass layoff events 14 21 11 12
Total number of initial claims from extended layoffs 2,084 2,659 1,831 1,646
Total number of separations from extended layoffs 3,186 3,647 2,806 2,332
Source: New Hampshire Employment Security, Mass Layoff Statistics ; ELMI Analysis. Last Update 5/3/2016

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics; Current Population Survey;  ELMI Analysis. Last Update 5/3/2016
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 3. Labor Force and Unemployment

Alternative Measures of Labor Underutilization 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

U-1: persons unemployed 15 weeks or longer, as a percent of the civilian labor force

New Hampshire 2.6% 2.9% 2.5% 1.9% 1.3%

United States 5.3% 4.5% 3.9% 3.0% 2.3%

U-2: job losers and persons who completed temporary jobs, as a percent of the civilian labor force

New Hampshire 3.2% 3.3% 3.0% 2.4% 1.9%

United States 5.3% 4.4% 3.9% 3.1% 2.6%

U-3: total unemployed, as a percent of the civilian labor force (this is the definition used for the official unemployment rate)

New Hampshire 5.4% 5.6% 5.2% 4.2% 3.4%

United States 8.9% 8.1% 7.4% 6.2% 5.3%

U-4: total unemployed plus discouraged workers, as a percent of the civilian labor force plus discouraged workers

New Hampshire 5.8% 6.0% 5.4% 4.5% 3.7%

United States 9.5% 8.6% 7.9% 6.6% 5.7%

New Hampshire 6.5% 6.7% 6.2% 5.2% 4.2%

United States 10.4% 9.5% 8.8% 7.5% 6.4%

New Hampshire 11.3% 11.2% 10.9% 9.7% 8.0%

United States 15.9% 14.7% 13.8% 12.0% 10.4%
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey; ELMI Analysis. Last Update 5/2/2016

Unemployment Insurance 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Weeks compensated for unemployment (UI) 482,137 439,043 372,724 297,637 230,528

Benefits paid, unemployment insurance (thousands) $127,871 $118,224 $102,698 $82,894 $67,344

Annual percent change -28.3% -7.5% -13.1% -19.3% -18.8%

Average duration, benefit payments (weeks) 14.8 15.0 15.2 14.1 13.2

United States average 17.5 17.1 16.8 16.4 15.5

United States ranka (1=longest duration) 45 41 38 42 40

Average weekly benefit amount

New Hampshire $275.19 $280.31 $286.52 $289.22 $303.54

United States $295.79 $302.67 $309.86 $314.74 $328.65
a Ranks include D.C., Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico

Source: U.S Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration; ELMI Analysis. Last Update 5/2/2016

Prepared by: New Hampshire Employment Security, Economic and Labor Market Information Bureau

•  www.nhes.nh.gov/elmi    • (603) 228-4124

U-5: total unemployed, plus discouraged workers, plus all other marginally attached workers, as a percent of the civilian labor 

force plus all marginally attached workers

U-6: total unemployed, plus all marginally attached workers, plus total employed part time for economic reasons, as a percent of 

the civilian labor force plus all marginally attached workers
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