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Teacher
Teachers instruct pupils in public or private schools at the elementary, middle, intermediate, junior high, or secondary 
level. At the elementary level, teach basic academic, social, and other formati ve skills. At other levels, teachers 
instruct students in one or more subjects, such as English, mathemati cs, or social studies. Teachers may be designated 
according to subject matt er specialty, such as typing instructors, commercial teachers, or English teachers. Includes 
teachers of career and technical educati on. Some teachers instruct adults or out-of-school youth in basic educati on, 
high school equivalency, or English as a second language.

Legislati on
Statute: NH RSA 186
Administrati ve Rules: Chapter Ed 500 - 600

Regulatory Agency

Bureau of Credenti aling
Division of Program Support
New Hampshire Department of Educati on
101 Pleasant Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

phone (603) 271-4196
fax (603) 271-4134
web <www.educati on.nh.gov/certi fi cati on/>
contact Virginia Cliff ord, Administrator
e-mail virginia.cliff ord@doe.nh.gov

Certi fi cati on Requirements
• Submit applicati on for certi fi cati on and 

non-refundable applicati on fee

• Alternati ve methods of qualifi cati on for 
teaching certi fi cati on:

Alternati ve 1:  Completi on of an 
approved program of 
professional preparati on 
in educati on

Alternati ve 2:  Completi on of a 
comparable program 
outside of New Hampshire

Alternati ve 3:  Qualifi cati on based on Demonstrated Competencies and Equivalent Experiences, requiring both 
writt en examinati on and oral review

Alternati ve 4:  Individualized Professional Development Plan, restricted to criti cal shortage areas, certain career 
and technical specialty areas, and business administrators (New Hampshire residency is required)

Alternati ve 5:  A site-based Individual Certi fi cati on Plan, an on-the-job training opti on allowing an individual 
to att ain certi fi cati on in elementary and secondary teaching areas if he/she meets academic 
requirements of an entry-level baccalaureate with 30 credits in the content area and an overall GPA 
of 2.5 or bett er, and if a local school district is willing to assume the responsibility for training and 
supervising the teacher candidate (New Hampshire residency is required)

Beginning Educator Certi fi cate

• Issued to individuals with less than three years of teaching experience, including teaching experience at the 
elementary and secondary levels of educati on

• Must meet one of the above qualifi cati ons for a credenti al and successfully complete the applicati on process

• Beginning educator certi fi cates are issued for a period of three years

• Upon completi on of three years of full-ti me teaching experience while maintaining a valid credenti al, a beginning 
educator is qualifi ed for an experienced educator credenti al

Experienced Educator Certi fi cate

• At least three years of full-ti me experience as an educator at the elementary and secondary levels of educati on

• An experienced educator credenti al shall be issued for three years
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Intern License

• Submit applicati on

• Currently be employed full-ti me in the fi eld of educati on in a New Hampshire public school

• Intern licenses are granted for the durati on of the individualized development plan or the site-based certi fi cati on 
plan

• Educators who have held a valid intern license for up to three consecuti ve school years shall receive a beginning 
educator credenti al aft er the Bureau receives the required report of completi on under the individualized 
development plan or superintendent’s statement regarding completi on of the site-based certi fi cati on plan

Master Teacher Certi fi cate

• Hold an experienced educator certi fi cate from the State of New Hampshire

• Academic preparati on including a Master’s degree and graduate coursework in curriculum development, 
supervision, and evaluati on

• Have demonstrated quality teaching to be sati sfi ed by meeti ng professional criteria developed by the professional 
standards board and approved by the State Board of Educati on, which criteria shall include:

1. Quanti tati ve evaluati ons of teaching quality from students, parents, peers, and administrators;

2. At least three classroom observati ons of the candidate by an independent observer from outside the 
candidate’s school district; and

3. At least four signifi cant and rigorous writt en tasks and exercises

• Have at least seven years of full-ti me experience as an educator in the applicant’s area of endorsement within the 
past ten years

• A master teacher certi fi cate shall be issued in the following areas of endorsement: Art; Assessment of intellectual 
functi oning; Bilingual educati on; Comprehensive technology educati on, including industrial arts; Computer 
technology; Early childhood educati on; Elementary educati on; English; English as a second language; Foreign 
languages; Guidance; Health; Family and consumer science; Secondary mathemati cs; Middle/junior high school 
mathemati cs; Media; Music; Physical educati on; Science, including the areas of Biology, Chemistry, Earth science, 
General sciences, Physical science, and Physics; Social studies; Theatre arts; and Career and technical educati on

Examinati on
Initi al certi fi cati on requires passing the PRAXIS I pre-professional skills test (PPST) and PRAXIS II, if applicable. The 
State Board has approved a composite score opti on for PRAXIS I. Candidates must have an overall score of 518 or 
higher and a minimum passing score of 
172 for Reading; 170 for Writi ng; and 170 
for Mathemati cs. PRAXIS I and PRAXIS II 
exempti ons are allowed for educators with 
either a Master’s degree or higher, or who 
have seven or more years of educati onal 
experience under a credenti al issued by 
another state.

Conti nuing Educati on
Staff  development acti viti es totaling 
75 clock hours (or alternati ve to clock 
hours) in the school district and/or school 
administrati ve unit staff  development plan 
during the three-year certi fi cati on period 
plus another 30 hours for each additi onal 
endorsement

Fees

Statement of eligibility, Alternati ve 4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50.00
Statement of eligibility, Alternati ve 5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50.00
Three-year certi fi cate   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $130.00
Three-year renewal.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $130.00
Competency review, Alternati ve 3   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $300.00
Master Teacher certi fi cate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $800.00
Additi onal endorsements, per endorsement.  .  .  .  .  .  . $20.00
Duplicate credenti al   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20.00
Late fi ling fee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50.00
Exam fees are set by the exam administrator, Educati onal 
Testi ng Service (ETS)
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Reciprocity
Permitt ed for Beginning Educator 
certi fi cates and Experienced Educator 
certi fi cates with over 41 states, in 
accordance with the Interstate Contract

Acti ve Licenses
Not provided

O*Net Codes

Additi onal Informati on Sources

25-2012.00 Kindergarten Teachers, 
 Except Special Educati on;

25-2021.00  Elementary School Teachers, 
 Except Special Educati on;

25-2022.00  Middle School Teachers, 
 Except Special and Vocati onal Educati on;

25-2023.00  Career/Technical Educati on Teachers, 
 Middle Schools;

25-2031.00  Secondary School Teachers, 
 Except Special and Career/Technical Educati on;

25-2032.00  Career/Technical Educati on Teachers, 
 Secondary Schools;

25-3011.00  Adult Basic and Secondary Educati on 
 and Literacy Teachers and Instructors

Related Training
Teacher Educati on and Professional 
Development, Specifi c Levels and 
Methods; Teacher Educati on and 
Professional Development, Specifi c 
Subject Areas; Special Educati on and 
Teaching; Teaching English as a Second 
or Foreign Language

ETS-The Praxis Series
<www.ets.org/praxis/nh/requirements>

Nati onal Associati on of State Directors of Teacher Educati on 
and Certi fi cati on (NASDTEC)
<www.nasdtec.org>


