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Unemployment Compensation Fund

Unemployment Compensation Claims Activity
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Trust Fund

Although continued weeks
claimed for February 2003

showed a slight over-the-
month decrease, they were

still up from a year ago.
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Compensation Programs:

Feb-03 Jan-03 Feb-02 Net Percent Net Percent

Initial Claims 4,333 6,543 4,550 -2,210 -33.8% -217 -4.8%

Continued Weeks 47,862 49,002 47,486 -1,140 -2.3% 376 0.8%

Total Regular Unemployment Change from Previous

Month Year

$10,889,778.62

$1,800,893.61

$0.00

$269,687,726.99

$0.00

$0.00

Unemployment compensation fund balance at the end of February

Average payment for a week of total unemployment:

Net benefits paid:

Net contributions received during the month: 

Interest Received: 

Reed Act Distribution:

Reed Act Withdrawn:

$260.46

Continued on page 8

Change from Previous
Feb-03 Jan-03 Feb-02 Month Year

183.1 181.7 177.8 0.8% 3.0%

Percent of Households Owning
Computers
(Top 10 Plus New England States)

Rank State 1998 2001
US 42.1% 55.5%

1 Alaska 62.4 68.7
2 Utah 60.1 67.7
3 New Hampshire 54.2 67.7
4 Washington 56.3 66.5
5 Oregon 51.3 65.8
6 Colorado 55.3 64.7
7 Minnesota 47.6 64.6
8 Maryland 46.3 64.1
9 Hawaii 42.3 63.1
10 Maine 43.4 62.8
14 Vermont 48.7 60.4
17 Massachusetts 43.4 59.1
19 Connecticut 43.8 58.7
20 Rhode Island 41.0 58.6

New Hampshire
led New England
in computer
ownership and
Internet usage in
both 1998 and
2001.

A home computer has become
almost common place in
New Hampshire households

as evidenced by a US Census ranking
of third highest concentration nation-
ally in 2001. Two-thirds of all house-
holds surveyed in the Granite State
reported having a computer in 2001,
up from just over half in 1998. Only
Alaska and Utah had higher percent-
ages of their households owning
computers in 2001.

In New England, computer owner-
ship in 2001 ranged from
58.6 percent of households in Rhode
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Rank State 1998 2001

US 26.2 50.5

1 Alaska 44.1 64.1

2 New Hampshire 37.1 61.6

3 Washington 36.6 60.4

4 Colorado 34.5 58.5

5 Oregon 32.7 58.2

6 Maryland 31.0 57.8

7 New Jersey 31.3 57.2

8 Minnesota 29.0 55.6

9 California 30.7 55.3

10 Hawaii 27.9 55.2

11 Connecticut 31.8 55.0

13 Massachusetts 28.1 54.7

15 Vermont 31.8 53.4

16 Maine 26.0 53.3

17 Rhode Island 27.1 53.1
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New Hampshire

Percent of Households Using Internet
(Top 10 Plus New England States)

its households using the Internet.

Source: A Nation Online: How Americans are Expanding Their Use of the Internet.
February 2002. US Department of Commerce. (based on US Census Bureau’s
September 2001 Current Population Survey) Accessed March 11, 2003
<www.ntia.doc.gov/ntiahome/dn/index.html>

Continued from page 3 Island to New Hampshire’s 67.7 percent.
Nationally, 55.5 percent of households
owned computers.

Not only did more households in the
state own computers in 2001, more were
also travelling the “information super-
highway”. New Hampshire, with
61.6 percent of its households connected
to the Internet in 2001, ranked second in
the nation. Alaska ranked first with
64.1 percent. Nationally, 50.5 percent of
households were using the Internet. The
remaining New England States ranked
in the top 20, ranging from Vermont in
14th place with 60.4 percent to Rhode
Island in 17th place with 53.1 percent of

Elisabeth Picard


