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Since 1990, these two metropolitan
statistical areas have been in the top ten
percent of the 360 areas. The Manches-
ter - Nashua, NH, with an economy
heavily influenced by its manufacturing
employment concentration, has been
more vulnerable to the economic tides,
sliding up and down in the rankings
from 34th place in 1990 and arriving at
23rd in 2004.

www.nhes.state.nh.us/elmi/

New Hampshire County Personal
Income

Per capita personal income estimates
for all individual counties were re-
leased at the same time as those for the
metropolitan statistical areas. Stand-
ing as individual counties, the eco-
nomic influence of Boston is evident
with the more populous, southeastern
counties, while most smaller counties

NH portion of Boston - Cambridge

- Quincy, MA - NH (MSA) were below the state average. The two

Manchester - Nashua, NH (MSA)

Personal Income and Per Capita Personal Income by Metropolitan Area, 2002-2004

Source: Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce
Footnotes-- http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/CA1-3fn.cfm
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counties with the highest per capita
personal income were those border-

ing Massachusetts on the Boston side.
Rockingham and Hillsborough counties
have been the counties with the high-
est per capita personal income since at
least 2000, while Strafford and Coos
were consistently at of the opposite end
of the scale, with the lowest per capita
income levels.

Each New Hampshire county increased
per capita personal income in the
neighborhood of six percent over the
year, except Merrimack County, which
grew by five percent. The combination
of a decrease in the number of unem-
ployed in the larger counties and the

Continued on page 8§
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Coos
28,884
Grafton
37,109
Carroll
33,763
Belknap
Sullivan 33,351
32,224 Merrimack Strafford
33.639 30,529
. Rockingham
g;‘e;g(‘)'e Hillsborough 41,623
’ 38,515

Unemployment Compensation Claims Activity

Total Regular Unemployment

Change from Previous

Compensation Programs: Month | Year

Mar-06 Feb-06  Mar-05 Net Percent Net  Percent
Initial Claims 3,599 3,967 3,889 -368 -9.3% -290 -7.5%
Continued Weeks 35,494 35,388 37,107 106 0.3% -1,613 -4.3%

Unemployment Compensation Fund

Unemployment compensation fund balance at the end of March

$249,466,789.39

Average payment for a week of total unemployment: $253.16
Net benefits paid: $7,621,894.81
Net contributions received during the month: $237,844.97
Interest Received: $3,013,418.28
Reed Act Distribution: $0.00
Reed Act Withdrawal for Administrative Costs: $33,315.60

Claims Activity

Trust Fund

Continued
Weeks
Claimed

Mar 2004 - Mar 2006

Although there were 1,600
fewer weeks claimed than
last year, March had 100
more continued weeks
claims over-the-month.

Change from Previous

United States

Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05 | Month [ Year

All Urban Areas (CPI-U)

199.8 198.7 193.3 0.6% 3.4%

(1982-1984=100)

Consumer Price
Index
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N.H and U.S.
Seasonally
Adjusted
Unemployment
Rates

New Hampshire's rate
of 3.4 percent was the
lowest March rate for
the state since 2001.

Seasonally Adjusted
Labor Force
Estimates

By Place of Residence

Seasonally Adjusted
Nonfarm Employment
Estimates

By Place of
Establishment

New Hampshire

Unemployment Rates by Region

Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05

United States 4.7%  4.8% 5.1%
Northeast 4.6% 4.6%  4.8%
New England 4.6%  4.6%  4.7%
Connecticut 4.6% 4.5% 5.1%

Maine 4.1%  4.6%  4.8%
Massachusetts 4.9% 5.0  4.9%

New Hampshire  3.4%  3.5%  3.7%

Rhode Island 5.1% 5.1% 5.0%

Vermont 3.3% 3.5% 3.5%

Mid Atlantic 4.6%  4.6%  4.9%

New Jersey 4.5%  4.7%  4.4%

New York 4.7%  4.7%  4.8%
Pennsylvania 4.5%  4.5%  5.2%

Unemployment Rate 3.5% 3.5% 3.3% 3.5% 3.4%
Civilian Labor Force 734,000 733,942 736,154 735,865 737,350
Number Employed 708,115 708,524 711,511 710,462 712,404
Number Unemployed 25,885 25,418 24,643 25,403 24,946
United States (in thousands)
Unemployment Rate 5.0% 4.9% 4.7% 4.8% 4.7%
Civilian Labor Force 150,183 150,153 150,114 150,449 150,652
Number Employed 142,611 142,779 143,074 143,257 143,641
Number Unemployed 7,572 7,375 7,040 7,193 7,011

These 2005 Benchmark Estimates are awaiting final review by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Washington, D.C.

revised preliminary

Supersector Nov-05 Dec-05 Jan-06 Feb-06 Mar-06
Total Nonfarm 635,400 636,600 639,400 640,500 641,600]
Construction 30,000 30,100 30,000 30,400 30,600
Manufacturing 78,600 78,300 78,100 77,600 77,400
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 140,500 140,600 141,800 141,500 142,100
Information Data n/a 12,800 13,000 13,000 12,900
Financial Activities 39,700 39,900 40,200 40,500 40,400
Professional and Business Services 60,000 60,100 60,300 60,500 60,600
Educational and Health Services Data n/a 99,200 100,300 100,600 100,800
Leisure and Hospitality 63,900 64,600 65,000 64,700 64,900
Other Services 21,100 21,000 21,100 21,000 21,100
Government 88,600 89,000 88,600 89,700 89,800

Please note that not all supersectors meet the statistical criteria for publication in this category.
We seasonally adjust the total nonfarm data series and all the published supersectors independently.
Therefore, the sum of the published parts will not equal the total.
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Labor Force Estimates

New Hampshire Mar-06  Feb-06  Mar-05

Number of workers

Total Civilian Labor Force 733,970 731,430 724,760

Employed 706,710 702,460 696,430

Unemployed 27,260 28,970 28,330
Unemployment Rate 3.7% 4.0 3.9%

(percent of labor force)

Unemployment Rates by Area

Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05

U.S and Regional States

Economic Conditions in New Hampshire - May 2006

Local Area
Unemployment
Statistics (LAUS)

Not Seasonally

United States 4.8% 5.1% 5.4%
Northeast 5.0% 5.2% 5.1%
New England 5.0%  5.2%  5.0%
Connecticut 4.8% 5.0% 5.0%
Maine 4.9%  5.6%  5.5%
Massachusetts 5.4% 5.5% 5.2%
New Hampshire 3.7%  4.0%  3.9%
Rhode Island 5.8% 6.0% 5.5%
Vermont 4.0%  4.2%  4.1%
Mid Atlantic 5.0%  5.2%  5.2%
New Jersey 4.8%  5.2%  4.7%
New York 5.0% 5.2% 5.1%
Pennsylvania 5.0%  5.3% 5.6%
Map
Key Labor Market Areas Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05
1  Colebrook NH-VT LMA, NH Portion 4.4% 4.7% 4.1%
2 Berlin NH MicroNECTA 4.1% 4.4% 4.6%
3 Littleton NH-VT LMA, NH Portion 3.7% 3.7% 3.4%
4 Haverhill NH LMA 4.7%  5.4%  4.2%
5 Conway NH-ME LMA, NH Portion 3.8% 3.6% 3.7%
6  Plymouth NH LMA 3.4% 3.5%  3.4%
7 Moultonborough NH LMA 2.9%  3.2%  3.1%
8 Lebanon NH-VT MicroNECTA, NH Portion 2.4% 2.7% 2.3%
9 Laconia NH MicroNECTA 3.7% 3.9% 3.8%
10 Wolfeboro NH LMA 3.4%  3.4%  3.6%
11 Franklin NH MicroNECTA 4.4% 4.6%  4.3%
12 Claremont NH MicroNECTA 3.1% 3.3% 3.1%
13 Newport NH LMA 3.1%  3.2%  3.0%
14 New London NH LMA 2.6% 2.7% 2.6%
15 Concord NH MicroNECTA 3.4%  3.7%  3.5%
16 Rochestgr-Dover NH-ME MetroNECTA, 3.5% 3.7% 3.7%
NH Portion
17 Charlestown NH LMA 4.0%  4.3% 3.3%
18 Hillsborough NH LMA 3.7%  3.7%  3.3%
19 Manchester NH MetroNECTA 3.8% 3.9% 3.8%
20 Keene NH MicroNECTA 3.2% 3.4% 3.2%
21 Peterborough NH LMA 3.9%  4.1%  3.9%
22 Nashua NH-MA NECTA Division, NH Portion 4.0%  4.2% 4.3%
Exeter Area, NH Portion, Haverhill-
23 N. Andover-Amesbury MA-NH NECTA 4.4%  51%  5.2%
Division
24 Portsmo.uth NH-ME MetroNECTA, 3.4%  3.7%  3.7%
NH Portion
Hinsdale Town, NH Portion, o
2 Brattleboro VT-NH LMA 2.1% 3.1% 2.4%
Pelham Town, NH Portion, Lowell-
26 Billerica-Chelmsford MA-NH 4.7% 5.3% 6.0%
NECTA Division
27 Salem Town, NH Portion, Lawrence- 529 579 6.0%

Methuen-Salem MA-NH NECTA Division

These 2005 Benchmark Estimates are awaiting final review by the Bureau

of Labor Statistics, Washington, D.C.

Adjusted
By Place of Residence
Counties Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05
Belknap 3.7%  4.0%  3.8%
Carroll 3.6%  3.5%  3.7%
Cheshire 3.3%  3.6%  3.3%
Coos 4.2%  4.3%  4.2%
Grafton 3.1%  3.3%  2.8%
Hillsborough 3.9%  4.1%  4.0%
Merrimack 3.4%  3.6%  3.4%
Rockingham 4.0%  4.4%  4.6%
Strafford 3.4%  3.7%  3.7%
Sullivan 3.1%  3.3%  3.0%
March
Unemployment Rate
Less than 3.0% 1
3.0% to 3.9%
4.0% to 4.9%
5.0% and above
Unassigned Areas 2
3
4 5
6 7
10
9
11
12 13 44
15 16
17
18
19
20 24
23
21
25 22 27
26

New Hampshire unemployment and labor force estimates are calculated
using a regression model which depends on Current Population Survey
(CPS) estimates. Labor Market Area estimates are caculated using the
Bureau of Labor Statistics “Handbook Method” and then adjusted to the

State levels.
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Leisure and Hospitality and
Construction were the typi-
cal seasonal contributors to
private employment growth
in March.

Change in
Nonfarm
Employment

Mar 2005 to Mar 2006

Monthly Not Seasonally Adjusted New Hampshire

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment

Current Employment Statistics Number of Jobs Change

Employment by Super Sector Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05 from previous:
by place of establishment preliminary revised Month Year
Total All Super Sectors 632,000 629,500 622,000 2,500 10,000
Private Employment Total 539,100 537,200 527,100 1,900 12,000
Natural Resources and Mining 1,000 1,000 1,000 0] 0
Construction 28,100 27,600 26,000 500 2,100
Manufacturing 77,300 77,500 79,900 -200 -2,600
Durable Goods 59,500 59,500 61,000 0 -1,500
Non-Durable Goods 17,800 18,000 18,900 -200 -1,100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 138,600 138,200 136,600 400 2,000
Wholesale Trade 27,100 27,100 27,000 0] 100
Retail Trade 96,200 95,900 94,200 300 2,000
Transportation and Utilities 15,300 15,200 15,400 100 -100
Information 12,800 12,900 12,500 -100 300
Financial Activities 40,100 40,200 38,300 -100 1,800
Professional and Business 59,200 58,800 56,900 400 2,300
Educational and Health 101,200 100,800 96,900 400 4,300
Leisure and Hospitality 60,100 59,500 58,100 600 2,000
Other Services 20,700 20,700 20,900 0 -200
Government Total 92,900 92,300 94,900 600 -2,000

Natural Resources and Mining

Construction

Manufacturing

Trade, Transportation and Utilities

Information

Financial Activities
Professional and Business Services

Educational and Health Services

Leisure and Hospitality

Government

Monthly Analysis of
Current Employment
Statistics (CES) Data

For further analysis please
read the Detailed Monthly
Analysis of Industry Employ-
ment Data on our Web site at
<www.nhes.state.nh.us/
elmi/nonfarm.htm>

Seasonally Adjusted: The prelimi-
nary seasonally adjusted estimates for
March showed that New Hampshire’s
total nonfarm employment grew by
1,100 jobs. Trade, transportation, and
utilities (supersector 40) led the pack
with a 600-job addition. Construc-
tion (supersector 20), educational and
health services (supersector 65), leisure
and hospitality (supersector 70) each
expanded its work force by 200. Fol-
lowing that, professional and business
services (supersector 60), other services
(supersector 80), and government
(supersector 90) each bumped up their
employment totals by 100.

Offsetting those aforementioned

gains, manufacturing (supersector 30)
trimmed 200 jobs from its roster, while
information (supersector 50) and finan-
cial activities (supersector 55) each cut
staffing levels by 100.

Unadjusted: In preliminary unadjust-
ed estimates for March, New Hamp-
shire employers added 2,500 jobs to the
state’s economy. Leisure and hospital-
ity (supersector 70) and government
(supersector 90) each accounted for

600 of those March jobs. Construction
(supersector 20) added 500 jobs to the
mix, as trade, transportation, and utili-
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Monthly Unadjusted Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment by Metropolitan Statistical Areas

Manchester NH Nashua NH-MA NECTA Portsmouth NH-ME Rochester-Dover NH-ME
MetroNECTA Division, NH Portion MetroNECTA, MetroNECTA,
’ NH Portion NH Portion
Employment by Sector Change from Change from Change from Change from
number of jobs preliminary previous: preliminary previous: preliminary previous: preliminary previous:
by place of establishment Mar-06 Month  Year Mar-06 Month  Year Mar-06 Month Year Mar-06 Month  Year
Total All Sectors 99,700 100 2,500 132,300 200 2,200 55,100 100 1,900 56,000 -100 1,300
Private Employment Total 88,100 200 2,600 117,100 200 2,400 45,500 100 1,800 42,000  -300 1,000
Natural Resources and 5,000 0 200 5900 100 700 1,700 0 100 2,000 0 100
Construction
Manufacturing 9,500 0 100 25,500 -100  -400 3,600 0 0 6,600 0 100
Trade, Transportation 20,800 100 900 30,700 100 400 10,900 -100 -100 11,000 -300  -200
and Utilities
Wholesale Trade 4,900 0 100 6,000 0 200 2,000 0 0 1,500 0 -100
Retail Trade 12,700 700 20,500 100 100 7,600 -200 -300 8,500 -300 -100
Transportation,
Warehousing and 4,200 0 100 1,300 100 200 1,000 0 0
Utilities
Information 2,200 0 200 1,800 0 0 1,200 0 0
Financial Activities 8,700 0 100 9,200 -100  -100 5,300 0 400 2,800 0 100
Professional and Business 11,700 100 400 12,400 0 0 8,800 100 700 3,800 0 300
Educational and Health 16,700 0 500 15,700 0 300 5,800 0 200 7,500 0 200
Leisure and Hospitality 8,400 100 500 10,800 100 1,000 6,000 100 500 5,200 0 400
Services 4,000 0 -100 4,700 100 300 1,600 0 0 1,900 0 0
Government Total 11,600  -100  -100 15,200 0  -200 9,600 0 100 14,000 200 300
Average Earnings and Hours of Production Workers in Manufacturing
Average Weekly Earnings Average Weekly Hours Average Hourly Earnings
Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05 Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05 Mar-06 Feb-06 Mar-05
Sector preliminary revised preliminary revised preliminary revised
New Hampshire
All Manufacturing $679.62 $672.56 $633.58 41.9 41.8 40.1 $16.22 $16.09  $15.80
Durable Goods $690.27 $691.40 $652.26 42.4 42.6 41.1 $16.28 $16.23  $15.87
Nondurable Goods $644.41 $617.39 $583.44 40.2 40.2 37.4 $16.03 $15.63  $15.60
Manchester NH MetroNECTA
All Manufacturing | $776.47 $752.69 $687.48 | 41.5 41.7 40.8 | $18.71 $18.05 $16.85
Nashua NH-MA NECTA Division, NH Portion
All Manufacturing | $725.46 $732.74 $676.50 | 42.4 42.8 41.0] $17.11 $17.12  $16.50

Note: Production workers and information for Portsmouth and Rochester are not currently available.

ties (supersector 40), professional and tion (supersector 50) and financial ac-
business services (supersector 60), and  tivities (supersector 55) each registered
educational and health services (super-  a 100-job contraction.

sector 65) each increased payrolls by B. G. McKay
400.

Natural resources and mining (super-
sector 10) and other services (super-
sector 80) maintained their respective
employment totals at the previous
month’s level.

On the downside of the ledger, manu-

facturing (supersector 30) posted a 200-
job reduction for March. Wrapping up
March’s employment activity, informa-
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Continued from page 3
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NH Employment Security
Economic and Labor Market
Information Bureau:

General Information
(603) 228-4124

elmi@nhes.state.nh.us
<www.nhes.state.nh.us/elmi/>

Research Unit
228-4173

Economist

228-4122

Covered Employment & Wages
228-4177

Current Employment Statistics
228-4127

Local Area Unemployment
Statistics

228-4175

Occupational Employment
Statistics

229-4315

2The metropolitan statistical area (MSA) and micropolitan
statistical area definitions used by BEA for its personal
income estimates are the county-based definitions issued

by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for Federal
statistical purposes, defined as of December 2003, with
revisions released February 2004, March 2005, and December
2005. The Economic and Labor Market Information Bureau re-
leases much of its statistical information by the New England
City and Town (NECTA) based infrastructure.

increase in the number of employed
residents contributed to these per capita
growth rates from 2003 to 2004.

Anita Josten

-Bureau of Economic Analysis, Local Area Personal Income,
April 25, 2006, www.bea.gov/bea/newsrelarchive/2006/
mpi0406.htm

Rockingham and Hillsborough counties consistently have a higher

per capita personal income than the remaining counties.

Economic Conditions in New Hampshire is published monthly in coordination with the Bureau of
Labor Statistics and the Employment and Training Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor.

To Order Publications: Visit our Web site at <www.nhes.state.nh.us/elmi/>; call
(603) 228-4124; or send a written request to the following address:
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32 South Main Street
Concord, NH 03301-4857
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NHES is an Equal Opportunity Employer and complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
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