
Thinkers
Thinkers are engaged in scienti fi c research, in laboratories or in the fi eld. They may help plan or 
design products and systems. They are oft en on the “cutti  ng edge” of science, engineering and 
technology.
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Occupati on by Minimum Educati on Level
Entry 
Wage

Average 
Wage

Job 
Outlook

Investi gati ve-Realisti c
Doctorate
Denti sts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a $218-276K 20

Computer and Informati on Research Scienti sts   . . . . . . . . . . . . $102,326 $129,937 n

Veterinarians   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $62,849 $95,573 18

Biochemists and Biophysicists   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $47,570 $87,192 3

Medical Scienti sts, Except Epidemiologists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,152 $60,718 11

Master's Degree
Nurse Anestheti sts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $147,060 $222,060 5

Hydrologists   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $59,746 $79,015 4

Bachelor’s Degree
Computer Hardware Engineers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70,468 $108,035 6

Electrical Engineers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $66,284 $96,802 27

Electronics Engineers, Except Computer   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $66,340 $95,190 13

Biomedical Engineers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $63,543 $94,850 4

Materials Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $67,664 $94,015 3

Soft ware Developers, Applicati ons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $60,389 $92,127 196

Chemical Engineers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $78,113 $89,531 2

Mechanical Engineers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $62,721 $84,969 64

Environmental Engineers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $59,146 $84,390 11

Geoscienti sts, Except Hydrologists and Geographers . . . . . . . . $52,283 $81,681 3

Network and Computer Systems Administrators   . . . . . . . . . . . $54,710 $73,356 51

Environmental Scienti sts and Specialists, Including Health   . . . $46,858 $70,978 21

Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technologists   . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48,548 $63,102 17

Zoologists and Wildlife Biologists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40,325 $54,582 2

Atmospheric and Space Scienti sts   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $38,661 $53,906 4

Chemists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a n/a 6

Associate's Degree
Nuclear Medicine Technologists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $62,316 $75,863 2

Industrial Engineering Technicians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39,412 $50,218 6

Chemical Technicians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,821 $44,551 5

Environmental Science and Protecti on Technicians, 
Including Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28,739 $39,686 14

strongest 
outlook

weakest
outlook
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n/a = not available
n = not publishable

Data Source:
2014 Occupa  onal 
Employment & Wages; 
Employment Projec  ons, 
2012-2022

Numbers inside the 
shapes represent 
Average Annual Openings


